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Preparation for Turning |8

@ e If a child has a qualifying disability, a
Guardian Advocate should be pursued for
the child pursuant to “The Regis Little Act

to Protect Children with Special Needs.”

* In such cases, the money should not be
disbursed directly to the child.

e Fla. Stat. 402.17(7) also addresses how
such funds should be disbursed.

If a child has a qualifying disability, a Guardian Advocate should be pursued for the child
pursuant to “The Regis Little Act to Protect Children with Special Needs.” Also under
the Regis Little Act other forms of guardianship should be considered if appropriate for
the child. As this training is limited to only an overview of the master trust, we will not
be going into detail regarding guardianship, as this topic is extensive enough to be its
own training. In addition, Section 402.17(7)(c), Florida Statutes states that when a child
with a physical or mental disability reaches the age of 18, or is otherwise incapacitated
or incompetent to handle that child’s own financial affairs, the Department shall apply
for a court order from a court of competent jurisdiction to establish a trust on behalf of
that child. Usually when a Guardian Advocate/guardian is appointed a representative
payee is appointed to manage the young adult’s social security benefits, which results
in the Department not needing to establish a separate trust, if the child’s only funds are
from social security benefits.

As a side note, Fla. Stat. 402.17(7)(d), explains what should happen when a child under
the age of 18 is no longer in the care and custody of the Department and how those
funds should be disbursed or managed.
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Legal Resources

e Fla. Stat. 402.17
e Rule 65C-17,EA.C.

e Department of Children and Families v. R.G.,,
950 So.2d 497 (Fla. 5 DCA 2007).

e CF Operating Procedure No. 175-59
(General Master Trust Information)

e CF Operating Procedure No. 55-7
(Fee Waiver Referenced)
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Key Points to Remember

e Ensure children who are eligible for social
security benefits are receiving said benefits

e Ensure that SSI funds in the master trust
account do not exceed $2,000

e Ensure appropriate use of master trust funds

 Ensure Fee Waiver Applications are used
when appropriate

e Ensure master trust funds are properly
disbursed

e Ensure “The Regis Little Act” is used when
appropriate
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Questions

g Contact Information:

» Thomas Turcotte
thomas.turcotte(@gal.fl.gov

»Megan Wieland-Pulayya
megan.pulayya@gal.fl.gov

(Trainer Reference: You may add contact information to this slide.)
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