
Educational Advocacy 

Tips for Volunteers 
 

1. Understand the educational challenges faced by foster youth, and why your 

educational advocacy is so important. 

Students lose an average of four to six months of educational progress when they change 

schools.  Children in foster care are two to three times more likely than other students to have 

disabilities that affect their ability to learn.  School officials often fail to identify the special 

needs of students who experience changes in caregivers/schools, and about 46% of children 

aging out of foster care do not have a high school diploma or GED. 

 

2. Get to know the teachers and counselors working with your youth. 

Be sure the teachers and other school personnel understand your role, and share information 

you can legally share about the child.  They usually have limited information about the child’s 

situation, and it can make a significant difference if they know even a little bit more. 

 

3. If possible, stay connected via the “parent portal” on the school’s website. 

This will enable you to stay up-to-date and catch any problems early.  Find out how the teacher 

prefers to communicate—via email, by telephone, or by meeting after school.  Maintain an 

open line of communication, and urge parents and foster parents to do the same. 

 

4. Become as informed as possible about state and federal law and what could (and 

should) be happening for every youth. 

Learn about the agencies and resources available in your area to assist families with special 

needs children. 

 

5. Do not be afraid to ask questions. 

In many communities, the school corporation is another large bureaucracy, and administrators 

can speak what may seem like a foreign language. 

 

6. Encourage parents and foster parents to be actively involved in education.  

Encourage good study habits and a structured homework routine in the foster and/or parental 

home.  Too often, these important basics are overshadowed by other issues and become 

neglected.  And advocate with the DCS caseworker that homework completion during a weekly 

visit with a parent may be too much for a child with ADHD to handle. 

 

7. Advocate for tutoring. 

Our program secured special funding for our educational advocacy efforts, which has enabled 

us to pay for tutoring for many of the children and youth we serve.  These children have 

benefitted tremendously from tutoring, and have learned new skills, practiced new habits, 

experienced improved grades and moved up grade levels. 


