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American College Testing (ACT) 
http://www.actstudent.org/ 

 

The ACT assessment measures high school students' general educational 

development and their capability to complete college-level work with the 

multiple-choice tests covering four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, 

and science. The optional Writing Test measures skill in planning and writing a 

short essay. ACT scores provide an indicator of "college readiness", and that 

scores in each of the subtests correspond to skills in entry-level college courses in 

English, algebra, social science, humanities, and biology. According to a 

research study conducted by ACT, Inc., in 2003, a relationship was found 

between a student's ACT composite score and the possibility of he or she 

earning a college degree.  

 

To develop the test, ACT incorporates the objectives for instruction for middle 

and high schools throughout the United States, reviews approved textbooks for 

subjects taught in Grades 7–12, and surveys educators on which knowledge skills 

are relevant to success in postsecondary education. ACT publishes a technical 

manual that summarizes studies conducted of its validity in predicting freshman 

GPA, equating different high school GPAs, and measuring educational 

achievement.  

 

Colleges use the ACT and the SAT Reasoning Test because there are substantial 

differences in funding, curricula, grading, and difficulty among U.S. secondary 

schools due to American federalism, local control, and the prevalence of 

private, distance, home schooled students and, most importantly, lack of 

rigorous college entrance examination system like those used in other countries. 

ACT/SAT scores are used to supplement the secondary school record and help 

admission officers put local data—such as course work, grades, and class rank—

in a national perspective. 

 

The majority of colleges do not indicate a preference for the SAT or ACT exams 

and accept both—they are treated equally by most admissions officers. 

According to Uni in the USA, colleges that also require students to take the SAT 

Subject Tests do so regardless of whether the candidate took the SAT Reasoning 

or ACT test; however, some colleges accept the optional ACT Writing section in 

the place of a SAT Subject Test.  

 

Most colleges use ACT scores as only one factor in their admission process. A 

sampling of ACT admissions scores shows that the 75th percentile composite 

score was 24.1 at public four-year institutions and 25.3 at private four-year 

institutions. It is recommended that students check with their prospective 

institutions directly to understand ACT admissions requirements. 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiple_choice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postsecondary_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeschooling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uni_in_the_USA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SAT_Subject_Tests
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SAT_Subject_Tests
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In addition, some states have used the ACT to assess the performance of 

schools, and require all high school students to take the ACT, regardless of 

whether they are college bound. Colorado and Illinois have incorporated the 

ACT as part of their mandatory testing program since 2001. Michigan has 

required the ACT since 2007, Kentucky and Tennessee require all high school 

juniors to take the ACT and Wyoming requires all high school juniors to take 

either the ACT or the ACT WorkKeys.  

 

While the exact manner in which ACT scores will help to determine admission of 

a student at American institutions of higher learning is generally a matter 

decided by the individual institution, some foreign countries have made ACT 

(and SAT) scores a legal criterion in deciding whether holders of American high 

school diplomas will be admitted at their public universities. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions about the ACT® Test 

 

The ACT test is a college entrance exam covering English, reading, math, and 

science. It measures what students have learned in high school, so taking the 

right courses is important. The minimum recommended high school courses are: 

 four years of English 

 three years each of mathematics (algebra and higher), natural sciences, 

and social sciences 

 

How do students sign up to take the ACT? 

 

Students must register in advance to take the ACT test. They can register online, 

by telephone, or by mailing a registration packet to ACT. When they register 

they will choose a test date and location. ACT offers six national test dates a 

year. 

 

Is the ACT test offered in languages besides English? 

The ACT test is offered only in English. 

 

Is extended-time testing available for students who speak English as a second 

language? 

It is not. Extended-time testing is available only for students with diagnosed 

disabilities. 

 

How are the tests scored? 

Scores range from 1 (low) to 36 (high) for each of the four tests and the 

Composite. The Composite score is the average of the four test scores, rounded 

to the nearest whole number. They base ACT scores on the number of questions 

answered correctly. They do not deduct any points for wrong answers. Then 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wyoming
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they convert the raw scores to scale scores. Scale scores have the same 

meaning for all versions of the tests. Three of the four tests also have subscores, 

which range from 1 (low) to 18 (high). There is no direct, mathematical 

relationship between subscores and test score. Also, the test scores in English, 

mathematics, and reading do not represent the sum of the subscores in those 

areas. 

 

Services for Students with Disabilities 
 

ACT is committed to serving students with disabilities by providing reasonable 

accommodations appropriate to the student's diagnosis. ACT has established 

policies regarding documentation of an applicant's disability and the process 

for requesting accommodations. For details, see ACT Policy for Documentation 

to Support Requests for Test Accommodations on the ACT. 

 

If students currently receive accommodations in school due to a professionally 

diagnosed and documented disability, students may submit documentation to 

support a request for one of the following: 

 National Standard Time with Accommodations 

 National Extended Time (50% more time):  Approved students taking the 

ACT (No Writing) have up to 5 hours total to work on all four multiple-

choice tests at their own pace. Approved students taking the ACT Plus 

Writing have up to 5 hours and 45 minutes to complete all five tests. Both 

options include time for breaks between tests. 

 Special Testing (at school): Testing at school with extended time and 

alternate formats available—not as part of national or international testing 

at a test center. 

 

The basic fees for all forms of testing are the same. Read the information about 

each to determine which one to choose and follow that application or request 

process carefully. Refer to the comparison chart to review the requirements and 

features of National Extended Time and Special Testing (at school) to decide 

which is most appropriate for students. 

 

If students have already been approved for National Extended Time, students 

may request a test date change or register to take the test again. 

 

ACT will treat all information students provide to support their request as 

confidential and will use it solely to determine their eligibility for 

accommodations. Details about their test accommodations will be shared only 

with the testing staff and will not be released to anyone else, including their 

chosen score report recipients. 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/policy.html
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/opt1.html
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/opt2.html
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/opt3.html
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/chart.html
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/date.html
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The ACT and ACT Plus Writing are offered only in English. Accommodations 

(including extended time) are not available solely on the basis of limited English 

proficiency. 

 


