
 

THE IMPLICATIONS OF EARLY 
ADVERSITY IN ADVOCATING FOR 
MALTREATED CHILDREN 
WITH DR. MIMI GRAHAM 
Dr. Mimi Graham is Director of the Florida State University Center for Prevention and Early 
Intervention Policy specializing in policy, training, and special projects for vulnerable infants 
and toddlers including: Early Childhood Coordinating Systems project on Trauma & Toxic 
Stress; The Harris Infant Mental Health Training Institute. She is active in the statewide 
Trauma Informed Care Workgroup and statewide “baby” court teams to address the 
trauma of young children. She is past president and co-founder of the Florida Association 
for Infant Mental Health; Fellow of Zero to Three National Center for Infants, Toddlers and 
Families; and a member of the Supreme Court Committee on Children. 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27 
6 – 8 PM 
2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM 
1920 THOMASVILLE ROAD, SUITE 208 
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303 

 
❖ Explain age related signs of stress and trauma in young children. 
❖ Learn about adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and the effect on child 

development and well-being. 

❖ Learn strategies and evidence based approaches such as Baby Court and Child Parent 
Psychotherapy as therapeutic interventions for change, repairing the parent/child 
relationship and interrupting the multigenerational cycle of maltreatment. 

TO REGISTER FOR 2 CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS: CHRISTINE.GORNIK@GAL.FL.GOV 
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Advances in science have improved our knowledge of how a child’s early years shape mental 
and physical health throughout the lifespan. We now understand that the effects of toxicity 
and early adversity can alter the child’s neurobiology during sensitive developmental periods 
and leave lifelong scars in adulthood.  Fortunately, science has also shown therapeutic 
strategies which buffer stress and interrupt the cycle of adversity. This workshop will 
address the impact of early adversity on a children’s brain development, behavior, mental 
health, academic success and long-term health and well-being.   Using video clips of the 
science of adversity and attachment, case studies will illustrate signs of trauma and the 
stress on child health and development. Evidence based strategies for optimizing early 
childhood development such as Child Parent Psychotherapy will be presented that can 
change the trajectory of traumatized children.  Using a trauma lens can help advocates 
become more effective in observing the development and well-being of young children and 
learning about evidenced based strategies for healing trauma can increase advocacy for 
improving outcomes and changing the intergenerational cycle of child maltreatment.  

 


