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9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Background: 
Since the late 1990s, the public discourse about foster care typically focuses on 
the foster child's need for "permanency"-a final home or "forever family." 
Children in foster care are either supposed to be reunited with their biological 
families or adopted when reunification is impossible. This emphasis on finality is 
a positive outcome for many children. Yet, the foster care system has few 
mechanisms to follow up with children and assess whether they have truly found 
"permanency," and what other relationships in their lives may have been pushed 
aside in pursuit of that goal. 

This symposium seeks to further explore what creates broken adoptions, and the issues that surround them, such 
as sibling visitation in foster/adoptive homes and adoption subsidies. These issues are often not discussed, because 
they tend to arise long after a former foster child has supposedly found "permanency." The symposium will bring 
together professionals, academics, and those whose lives have been directly affected by these problems. Speakers 
and panel members will look at the law and policy surrounding sibling contact, before and after children are 
adopted, as well as the rules, regulations, and structures that guide the adoption subsidy process intended to 
provide resources to children being adopted out of foster care. We will hear from young people about how those 
laws and policies have impacted their experiences. The goal ofthis day-long program is to understand the gaps in 
the foster care system and brainstorm together about how to stimulate change, not just on a policy level, but also 
within our respective practices. 

Purpose: 
This symposium will bring together government officials, non-profit agencies, academics, and youth over 18 years 
of age, who were formerly in foster care and are no longer in a viable adoptive situation, in order to discuss 
challenges foster youth may face and possibilities for reform. 

Outcomes Sought: 
• More systemic quantitative and qualitative data collection to understand how we are serving this specific 

population of children 
• Examination of the training needs of the workforce serving this population, and commitment to policy 

review and reform 
• Legislative and regulatory review. Follow up from the symposium on change at the legal, policy, and practice 

level 

What The Symposium Is Offering: 
• Former foster youth participation in the symposium, to help us understand the direct impact of current 

policies and practices 
• Digital stories created by former foster youth 
• Books written by former foster youth 
• Live stream of the event on October 23 rd 

• Six Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credits. (Please check whether your jurisdiction will accept the 

--
Foster care to adoption is one path a child takes to a 
permanent home-yet it is not always permanent. 



Schedule 
8:00-9:00 am: Live Streaming of Digital Stories for webcast starts. Auditorium Downstairs 

8:00-9:00 am: Registration and Light Breakfast 

9:00-9:25 am: Welcome from Anthony W. Crowell, President and Dean of New York Law School 

Remarks: Hon. Jeanette Ruiz, Deputy Administrative Judge, New York City Family Court, New 
York, NY 

9:25-10:15 am: "Learning Through Data" 

Moderator: Lisa Grumet, Director of the Diane Abbey Law Institute for Children and Families, Associate 

Director of the Impact Center for Public Interest Law, New York Law School, New York, NY 
Panelists: Dr. Roger W. Sherman, PhD., Adjunct Professor, CUNY Hunter College Silberman School of Social 

Work, and Consultant on the Broken Adoptions Project, The Children's Law Center, Brooklyn, NY 
Virginia Gippetti, Director of Data Analysis, New York City Family Court, New York, NY 
Andrew White, Deputy Commissioner for the Division of Policy, Planning, and Measurement, 
N ew York City Administration for Children's Services, New York, NY 

Capturing and analyzing data has changed how decisions are made and how resources are allocated in many fields, 
but what has it taught us about the policies, decisions and opinions that impact children and families? The panel will 
discuss the data collected symposium registrants on the key issues surrounding the symposium. 

10:15-11:30 am: "The Revolving Door" 

Moderator: Tanisha S. McKnight, Director of Paralegal and Volunteer Services, The Children's Law Center, 

Brooklyn, NY 
Panelists: Hal Silverman, Attorney-in-Charge, Lawyers for Children, New York, NY 

Brian Zimmerman, Assigned Counsel Panel Attorney, Brooklyn, NY 
Carolyn J. Silvers, Attorney-in-Charge, The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile Rights Practice, Queens, NY 
Sarah B. Greenblatt, LMSW, Child Welfare Policy and Practice Consultant, New Haven, CT 
Jacqueline McKnight, Executive Deputy Commissioner, Child Welfare Programs, New York City 
Administration for Children's Services, New York, NY 

This presentation will examine the phenomena of "broken adoptions" -children who are adopted out of the foster 
care system but have not found true permanency. By collecting data, we have begun to chart the troubling frequency 
of this problem and frame the dialogue about how to address it. The panel will propose solutions for how foster care 
adoptions could better provide true "forever homes." Specifically, we will look at the issues that impact upon 
permanency, such as mental health problems, attachment, unconditional commitment, and lack of post-adoption 
services. 

11:30-11:40 am: Break 

11:40-12:40 pm: "Be A Voice" 

Moderator: Hon. Bryanne Hamill, (ret.) New York City Family Court Judge, New York, NY 
Youth Panelists: Anna Lynch, Demetrius Taylor Johnson, Jaquan Melton, Karlena Hamblin, LaToya 

Lennard, Sharif Griggs 

Former foster youth who have experienced post-permanency issues-including broken adoptions, sibling visitation 
and subsidy fraud-will engage in a facilitated, interactive dialogue. This discussion will focus not only on why 
children land in foster care and what happens to them there, but also upon policy and practice decisions that 
impacted them. Such firsthand stories make vital contributions to systemic change on the legal, policy, and practice 
levels. 
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12:50-2:00 pm: Lunch 
Introduction by Commissioner Gladys A. Carrion, Esq., New York City Administration for 
Children's Services, New York, NY 

Keynote Speaker, Amelia Franck Meyer, CEO, AnuFamily Services, Eau Claire, WI 

"Why Children Need Us to Build a 'Well-Being' Toolbox" 

2:10-3:25 pm: "Are You Stin My Family? Post-Adoption Sibling Visitation" 

Moderator: Kim Hawkins, Professor of Law, New York Law School, New York, NY 
Panelists: Randi Mandelbaum, Clinical Professor of Law, Director of the Child Advocacy Clinic and 

Annamay Sheppard Scholar, Rutgers School of Law, Newark, NJ 
Sarah B. Greenblatt, LMSW, Child Welfare Policy and Practice Consultant, New Haven, CT 
Dawn J. Post, Co-Borough Director, The Children's Law Center, Brooklyn, NY 

Sibling contact is supported and promoted pre-adoption, but often stops after adoption. This panel will address the issue of post
adoption sibling contact, focusing on maintaining healthy sibling relationships while navigating the systemic and practical limits 
of actualiZing such contact. By combining psychological evidence supporting the importance of sibling contact, legislation and 
case law on sibling visitation, and our own experiences in the child welfare field, we seek to explore new ways to approach the law, 
policy, and practices in this area and how various interests can be met in a way that maintains and fosters sibling contact. 
Traditionally, fears existed that contact between biological siblings would place too great a strain upon an adoption. We propose 
an interdisciplinary model to negotiate sibling contact, emphasizing the child's definition of "sibling" as well as his/her wishes. 
We will confront the difficulties inherent in sibling contact and encourage a dialogue that balances the adoptive parents ' interest 
in autonomously raising a child with the child's long-term psychological interests. Finally, we will share the current 
jurisprudence surrounding sibling contact, examine shortcomings in the current legal structure, and suggest how the sibling bond 
can be recognized within a framework of competing interests. We will explore how New York's current law can be used to 
facilitate post-adoption sibling visitation. 

3:25-3:35 pm: Break 

3:35-4:50 pm: "Understanding The Adoption Subsidy Conundrum" 

Moderator: 
Panelists: 

Sandy Santana, Executive Director, Children's Rights Inc., New York, NY 
Sarah McCarthy, Staff Attorney, Broken Adoptions Project, The Children 's Law Center, Brooklyn, NY 
Betsy Kramer, Director of the Public Policy and Special Litigation Project, Lawyers for Children, 
New York, NY 
Tinaddine Turner, Director of Adoptions, New York City Administration for Children 's Services, 
New York, NY 

The use or misuse of an adoption subsidy can have a significant impact on a young person who has experienced a broken 
adoption. In New York, an adoptive parent still receives a subsidy check every month until the young adult turns 21, regardless 
of when the parent began withholding support. Many young people deprived of their rightful support end up homeless, 
struggling, or returned to foster care. This impacts their ability to trust, maintain supportive connections, and launch 
independent adult lives. In addition to the financial consequences, youths whose subsidies are not being utilized for their care 
and support describe feeling like "just a paycheck" for someone who kicked them out of their home. Under current 
interpretations of state and federal regulations, an adoption subSidy terminates only if the adoptive parent voluntarily consents. 
In practice, this means that thousands of dollars earmarked for a young person's care end up in the pocket of a person who no 
longer supports them. This panel will discuss the legal, policy, and practice issues surrounding adoption subsidies. 

4:50-5:15 pm: "Improving Permanency Outcomes Through Law Practice Reform: 
The Time for Change is Now!" 

Presenters: Karen P. Simmons, Executive Director, The Children's Law Center, Brooklyn, NY 
Youth Panelist: Demetrius Taylor Johnson 

Closing Remarks: Hon. Paul Grosvenor, (ret.) Presiding Judicial Hearing Officer, Adolescent Transition Planning Court 
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Special Thank Yous 

Youth Participants: 

Anna Lynch, Demetrius Taylor Johnson, Jaquan Melton, Karlena Hamblin, 

LaToya Lennard, Sharif Griggs 

Hassan Williams, Project Coordinator, Fostering Advocacy Change and 

Empowerment ("F.A.C.E."), New York, NY 

Paul E. Knowlton 

Donation book: "Th e Original Foster Care Survival Guide: Preparingfor a 

Successful Adulthood" 

The Children's Law Center 
NYC youth since 1997 
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